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Channel 1 may be added 
by Stephanie Farries 

A 
few schools across South Da­
kota have opted to add a spe­
cial news broadcast to their 

curriculum. Riggs High may be next 
to add the Channel 1 TV news pro­
gram to its classrooms. 

Channel 1 is a 12-minute daily 
news and information program de­
signed to make the news relevant to 
the concerns and studies of teenag­
ers. It is being offered to various 
secondary schools by the Whittle 
Educational Network. 

Every day, Channel I is produced 
in studios in New York City. The 
broadcast is transmitted to schools 
by satellite before dawn every day. 
The school receives the Channel 1 
signal via a satellite dish. The pro­
gram is automatically recorded on 
videotape in the principal's office or 
library. Recording occurs daily be­
fore 6:00 a.m. Eastern time to allow 
previewing time. 

Whittle provides all the equip­
ment, including 19-inch color televi­
sions throughout the school, free of 
charge. They also provide the satel-
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lite dish, all internal wiring needed, 
and two videocassette recorders. 

Whittle also makes available the 
use of two other channels, the 
Classroom Channel and the Educa­
tors' Channel. Th� Classroom Chan­
nel is designed to provide programs 
that are general and curriculum 
specific. It would offer various pro­
grams that teachers could show 
their students relative to the course 

work. The Educator's Channel 
would provide programs on teach­
ing techniques, classroom strategies 

and updates on current trends and 
research. 

The funding for the Channel 1 
program comes from two minutes of 
commercials that are included in 
every twelve minute broadcast. 
Some, the National PTA in particu­
lar, oppose the program because "it 
requires children to watch TV com­
mercials as a condition of learning," 
they say. They also think that ad­
vertisements should stay out of the 
schools. 

Gemar visits Pierre 

by Stephanie Farries 

ajor Charles "Chuck" Ge-M mar, South Dakota's first 
astronaut, brought with 

him a piece of heritage and words of 
wisdom for students on his recent 
visit to Pierre. 

Gemar, a Scotland, SD native, 
was a member of the Atlantis crew 
in November. Accompaning him on 
his journey into space was a South 
Dakota State flag, which was pre­
sented to Lt. Governor Walter Dale 
Miller. Miller accepted the flag on 
behalf of the State Senate, and later 
gave it to the South Dakota Heri­
tage Center. 

Gemar also had a message to con­
vey to students across South Dako­
ta. "If you set your goals and your 
dreams, you will achieve them," he 
said. Chasing dreams is what led 
Gemar to aeronautics. "I've always 
been a dreamer, and flying was al­
ways a dream--space flight being 
the ultimate," Gemar said. 

He also encouraged the improve­
ment of science and math programs 
in our schools. "No matter how good 

the programs are, there is always 
room for improvement," he said. 

Gemar said that many students 
have an impression that the scienc­
es are hard, and they become de­
terred from pursuing careers in 
these fields. 

He stressed the importance of 
hard work, and that in the end, it 
will all pay off. 

Rubbing elbows ... editor Stepha­
nie Farrles has an opportunity 
to interview astronaut Chuck 
Gemar. 
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Ready for some fun ... Chris Stout, Mandy Johnson, Macy Welsh, 
Becky Gere and Ryan Johnson plan for the evening. 

How to pop the question? 
by Dawn Droppers 

'' s hould I ask him? What if
he says no? Or worse yet, 
what if he says yes out of 

sympathy? Maybe I shouldn't. Well, 
what have I got to lose? But what 
if ... " These are questions that run 
through many girls' heads while de­
bating if they should ask that cer­
tain somebody to King of Hearts. 

Typically the pressure is on the 
guy, but in this day and age, the 
girl sometimes finds herself with 
the pressure of asking the guy out. 
This is especially true at Riggs dur­
ing the months before the annual 
King of Hearts dance. The girls 
with boyfriends have it easy. For 
the girl who had someon� she really 
wanted to go with, but who had not 
gone out with him before, the task 
was one that put a year's worth of 
stress into one week. 

So how did some girls handle 
this? Most put it off for a day or two 
waiting for the perfect moment. 
They made sure they looked "just 
right" (not too dressed up, but not 
too casual) and that they had the 
exact lines down before they set out 
to meet their fate. 

Others waited light years be­
fore they actually got up enough 
nerve to ask. They debated and 
came close to asking several times, 
but ended up putting it off as long 
as possible. In the end some avoided 

asking face to face and resorted to 
the telephone or even a note. 

There were some people who 
seemed to have no problem at all 
asking, on the surface, anyway. 
They admitted feeling nervous, but 
just wanted to get it over with be­
fore they lost the nerve. 

By the time the girl asked, it 
seemed that a lot of the time, the 
guy had found out some way or an­
other that she was planning on it. 
In one instance, the guy and his 
friends brought up the subject sev­
eral times before the girl finally got 
up enough nerve to ask. 

Another girl used a different 
approach. She told herself that she 
would count to twenty-five and then 

ask her future date. She admitted 
to counting long past the set num­
ber before she asked. 

Another common occurrence 
was having a friend ask the person 
if they had been asked yet, and if 
not, would they be interested, to 
save possible embarrassment. 

It would be wrong to say the 
girls are the only ones to be nervous 
about asking someone out. Guys 
have many of the same worries, 
they just don't often admit it as 
readily. They have also had more 
practice, in most cases, and seem to 
know more "tricks of the trade". 

So regardless of the situation, 
asking someone out is tough, but of­
ten, the end result is worth it. 
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Gymnasts achieve great success 
by Tim Maher 

ed by seniors Debi Herr and L Hilary Gray, the Pierre Lady 
Gov gymnasts were on a 

record-breaking pace this season. 
At the ESD Conference meet, 

held on February 2 at Brandon Val­
ley, Gray became the first Lady Gov 
to ever win the all-around title 
when she scored 35.05 points to 
edge Julie Wenande of Brookings, 
who had 34.85. Gray also tied her 

· career high in winning the uneven
bars at 9.3; she tied for fourth in
floor exercises at 8.45.

Gray's victory was a pleasant
surprise to Pierre Coach Vickie
Semmler. "She gets so close so of­
ten," Semmler said. "We were just
extremely pleased she placed in all
four events and won the all-around.

Pierre, ranked No. 4 in the state,
finished second to No.3 and defend­
ing ESD champion Brookings in the
team competition.

During the Region 3A meet held
in Rapid City on February 9, Herr
set two school records. Her 9.35 in
the floor exercise added .05-point to
the score Bonnie Jorgenson set in
1986. Herr had an even 36. in the
all-around, eclipsing the 35. 73 Hi­
lary Gray established at last year's
state meet.

Herr set a new school record
during the regular season of 9.6 in
the vault, breaking the 9.4 record
set by Kim Klein.

The Lady Govs finished second to 

Rapid City Central. 
All eight of the girls on the team 

qualified for the state competition, 
which was held at Rapid City Ste­
vens, on February 15 and 16. Seven 
out of the eight are all-arounds, 
while sophomore Kelly Meagher 
was on the uneven bars. 

Top-ranked Rapid City Central 
won the meet with 139.231 points. 
Sioux Falls Lincoln was second, just 
. 703-point ahead of the Lady Govs, 
who scored 133. 726. 

Senior Hilary Gray had a career­
high 9.33 in floor exercise. After 
falling on bars, Gray performed her 

beam routine, in which she received 
sixth· place and scored an 8.8, her 
highest this season. She scored 
33.899 in the all-around and placed 
11th. 

For her efforts, Gray was named 
to the coaches all-tournament team. 

Senior Debi Herr placed 10th in 
the all-around with 34.49 points, 
and was also tied for fifth in vault­
ing at 9.166. Senior Mandi Hanson 
tied for ninth in vault at 9.066. 

Adding to the team effort were 
Kelly Meaghrer's 11th place in bars 
with a career-high 8. 733. Also, 
sophomore Anne Kenyon had ca-

reer-highs of 8.866 in floor exercise 
and 8.2 in bars. Sophomore Keri 
Kuszmaul also had a career high 
8. 7 in vaulting, and a third-straight
fall-free routine on beam.

Semmler said it would be tough 
to lose seniors Gray, Herr, Hanson 
and Denise Langley. Gray and Herr 
were very competitive, Hanson was 
always contending in vault, and 
Langley was one of the top beam 
workers. Semmler added that the 
four returning sophomores will give 
her a good foundation to build on 
for next year. 

Students initiate Soccer Club 
by Tim Maher H ow many times have you 

played soccer? Once? Twice? 
Never? If Bret Eschmeyer 

has his way, that will change. 
Eschmeyer has started a soccer 

team in Pierre. The team is for 19 
year olds and under and is coached 
by his father. The team is coed and 
made up of boys and girls from 
Riggs High School and Pierre Jun­
ior High School. "About 15 people 
are practicing right now. More peo­
ple have begun to express interest 
in the program, now that they know 
we have one," stated Eschmeyer. 

The group practices every Satur-

day from 10:30 am to 11:30 am at 
the city auditorium. The group will 
compete state-wide this summer. 
They have games scheduled with 
Watertown, Aberdeen, Sioux Falls, 
and Rapid City. "The fun will be 
traveling to these games and play­
ing them," commented junior Jason 
Wulf. 

Soccer is a very demanding sport. 
It involves a lot of endurance along 
with physical strength. "It is as 
tough as football or basketball. It 
takes a lot of endurance since you 
are running the whole time, and it 
involves a great deal of coordina­
tion. This is the most popular sport 
in the world right now," stated 

Eschmeyer. Soccer is widely played 
in Europe, South America, Africa, 
Central America, and Asia. Only in 
the last decade has it begun to gain 
recognition and popularity in the 
United States. 

Soccer is not very expensive. "All 
you need is a pair of shorts, some 
shoes, and a ball," stated player Na­
than Carter Ward III. Except for 
the expense of out of town games, it 
remains fairly inexpensive. 

As it is right now, the team is ba­
sically run by the kids playing it. "It 
wouldn't be as much fun if it was 
through the school. I like the way 
that we have it. I like the players 
being in control," said Eschmeyer. 

Lady Govs attend regional tournament 
by Brooke Severson 

T he Lady Governor's volleyball 
team finished their season on 
February 23 at the Regional 

tournament in Douglas with a 13-
17-2 record. They placed fourth and
will not be able to attend the State 
Tournament in Aberdeen because 
only the top two teams were al­
lowed to go. The final scores of the 
Regional Tournament were as fol­
lows: 

Winner vs. Pierre 15-4, 15-2 

Custer vs. Pierre 12-15, 7-15 

Hot Springs vs. Pierre 6-15, 5-15 

Winner vs. Pierre 6-15, 15-9, 15-6 

Coach Briese said, "The girls 
were not ready to play right away 
in the morning but they progressed 
well during the rest of the tourna­
ment." 

Briese and the girls had a meet-

ing at the beginning of the year to 
establish some goals for the season. 
"We wanted to improve on last 
year's record and qualify for the 
State tournament," Briese said. He 
also would like to improve the vol­
leyball program. 

One of the highlights during the 
season was Ann Hofer and Mi­
chelle Reinke making All-tourney 
team at the St. Francis Touma­
men t. Reinke was also elected All­
tourney team at the Kadoka Tour­
nament in February. The team also 
saw great improvement starting 
the first of February with a string 
of six wins. 

Briese said they had a very posi­
tive season and saw great improve­
ment from beginning to end. "The 
seniors did a very good job and the 
juniors and sophomores got in qual­
ity playing time," Briese said. 

Bump, set, spike ... Pierre spiker goes for the kill against Sully 
Buttes. (photo by Mandy Johnson) 
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Seniors Jvonne Heard and Lori Stulken will gain experience by 
playing in All-State band. (photo by Mandy Johnson) 

News briefs 

Musicians gain high honors 
Band and chorus members re­

ceived over 70 Superior ratings alto­
gether at the recent music contest 
in Mobridge. The competition in­
cluded both solos and ensembles. 

Larry Johnson, band director, 
said "I had no idea how we would 
do. I was very pleased with their 
performances and their behavior." 

The highest rating possible was 
the 1+ rating. Here are some of the 
individual students or ensembles 
that earned them. In band, the per­
cussion ensemble and the woodwind 

duet (Andrea Viken and Krista Oeh­
lerking)received a 1+. Lora Den Ou­
den and Lori Stulken both excelled 
in their solos. Three vocal duets 
also got a 1+; these duets were sung 
by Lori Stulken and Angie Tedrow, 
Jenny Turbiville and Christian 
Hess, and Tim Schmidt and Chris­
tian Hess. Melissa Meier achieved 
the 1+ rating with her vocal solo. 
The Large Mixed Ensemble was an­
other group that received a 1+ rat­
ing. 

Tough issues face legislators 
Brooke Severson T his year's legislative assem­

bly began on January 8, 
1991. The senators and rep­

resentatives has been faced with 
many controversial issues during 
this session. 

Probably the most discussed is­
sue has been the anti-abortion bill. 
As of now, the Senate Judiciary 
Committee has not decided how 
they will vote. Many of the senators 
are undecided and will not decide 
until after listening to the testimo­
ny. There are many possible amend­
ments that can be added to this bill, 
and before a decision can be made, 
the Senators must see the final 
form of the bill. The Senate vote is 

also predicted to be close. 
Many bills concerning education 

have been addressed by the South 
Dakota Legislature. The following 
bill have had their first reading 
passed: Senate Bill #257 which pro­
vides for distribution of funds for 
making K-12 education more mod­
ern, and House Bill #1147, which al­
lows high schools and colleges to of­
fer American sign language. These 
bills will be brought up again for a 
second reading. 

Recycling, tourism, term limita­
tion of senators, and agriculture are 
just a few of the topics that the Leg­
islature will debate this session. If 
you wish to check on the proceed­
ings a bill has undergone, you may 
call 773-4498. 

Science fair to be held 
Students in Biology II will be pre­

senting their annual projects at a 
local science fair on March 5, from 
7:30 to 9:00 p.m. in the high school 
lunch room. 

Students in the class will be com­
peting for awards, with the winners 
to go on to further competition. 

Mr. Jon Gonsor in the faculty 
sponsor for this contest and science 
fair. 

T\Vo earn spots in band 
by Jvonne Heard 

S
eniors Lori Stulken and 
Jvonne Heard have earned 
spots in the 1991 South Dako­

ta AH-State Band to be held in 
Aberdeen later this month. 

Heard and Stulken were among 
14 Pierre students to try out for 
spots in the highly competitive 
band. Unlike AH-State Chorus 
which has representation from eve­
ry South Dakota school, All-State 
Band membership is by audition 
only, with only 160 students being 
accepted. No school is guaranteed 
spots; the students themselves must 
earn the spots by audition. This 
year 754 students auditioned for 
the 160 spots. 

Band director Larry Johnson said 
that this is the first year in his 
memory that we've had two All­
Staters; last year no one from 

Pierre was accepted. The year be­
fore that, we only had one member, 
he said. 

Johnson also said that two other 
students missed the cut-off by very 
little; Andrea Viken on flute missed 
the cut-off by only two points, and 
Cheryl Beckwith missed the cut-off 
on clarinet by only .5 points. Viken's 
score, in fact, was the best score of 
all the Pierre students, said John­
son, but because she tried out on 
one of the mostly highly competitive 
instruments, the flute, her score 
still did not gain her acceptance to 
the band. 

Stulken will play French horn, 
while Heard will play contra-bass 
clarinet at the three-day event be­
ginning March 21. Students will 
have the opportunity to play under 
guest conductor and composer Dr. 
Francis MacBeth. 

Four thespians win awards 
by Jacinta Wang 

T he cast of "Scapino" brought 
home a Superior rating at 
the State One Act competi­

tion recently. The competition was 
held at Johnson Center in Aber­
deen. "Scapino" was directed by Ms. 
Hyrma Zakahi. 

Individual performances were 
also rated. Kyle Richards received a 
superior for a lead role. Superiors 
for a supporting actor were given to 
both Tim Maher and Tim Schmidt. 
Kellie Sutton earned a superior for 

a supporting actress. 
Three judges critique everything 

from the acting to the lights and 
set. To receive a superior rating, at 
least two of the three judges must 
give a superior. Another criteria of 
this competition is that the play 
must be under 30 minutes. The 
"Scapino" cast cut it close with a 
time of28 minutes 55 seconds. 

Brent Talsma, who played the 
role of Senor Argante, said "It was a 
lot of fun working with everybody. 
We were a close knit group and eve­
ryone worked well together." 

Kellie Sutton, Tim Schmidt, Kyle Richards and Tim Maher each won 
individual acting awards. (Photo by Mandy Johnson) 


